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The Tirana military post headquartera, referred to as & garvison | 25X1
, 15 bounded by two southbound streets in the direeblon of, and

150 o 180 metors north of, Skanderbeg Square. Iis south side foces o

gairy which, in turn, is next to a motion nictura thoater. 25X1

| | the post was commancded by ajor Ceacral Ypiro Molainm in

the sunmer of 1949. | o was not reparded as a reliable

Corramnist srxl, therefore,was retarded in his nilitary caveer by being

appointed military post cormander.

.

Prior to early 1900 the High Commané of the Albanian Armed Forces in Tirana
was referred to os the Cormando Generale | . it was  25X1
located about L.5 im south of Skanderbeg Square on the soutnaocund avenue, 20
meters wide, cov was bordered on the east by Tirana stadivm. The main bulld-
ing, on the south side of a large rectangular square, includes a cenbral
saction about L0 meters high and two three-story wings about 20 meters high.

A low building is atbached to the rcar of the main building. The basement

of the west wiog housed the sisnal-communications center, and the bascment

of the cash wing the kitchen, heating plant, and a ness hall. ixcept for one
large auditorium, all rooms on the second through sixth Ifloor were offices.

Of ficors with ronks ranging from lieubenant to general and male civilians
were obsorved in those rooms., It wos cstimated that not less than 150 officers
wore aseimmec to this installation, including 30 to L0 rield-grade officers
and § or & pemorals. The offices of dhe generdls werc on the Ifront side

of the fourth fLocy of uhic contral cceliow of tlhe main building. The only
high~renking Soviet officor ouserved in the building had his office on the
#3104 floor of the central section. Sigmal troops, kitchen nersonnel, anc
the crews of three medimm AA guns were billeted in the bullding at the

renr of the roin building. In 1949 the 37-tm AL guns wore ¢ ~laced or a hill,
about 60 meters south of the rcar building. Zillets for a notoreycle and
notor transport platoon were odjacent to the weet wing of the main building.
The =latoorn_included L, or 5 mctorcycle messengers and some US or Tritish-
made Jecps| ] The High Command was
puarded by & company of People's Police, vhose blllels were southwest of

the noin building. Sentries, armed with Soviet submachine gans and pistols,
stood guard outside and on eachi floor of the main building.
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Prior to the .Jprin& of 1950, the so-calle: neral Staff of the 2lbanian
Army was located in one of the buildings ne officer eandidote school
wihich was on & road leading from Tirana in a northeasterly direebion. Dainly
field-grade of ficers and about thiree generals were seen in the building.

| | there were Soviet officers among them. Frior to
late 1919, many motorcycle messengers wers observed. In APPil and Nay 19h9
dust-covered and exhausted motorcycle messengers frequently arrived there

| | these messengers came from the direction of
the Oreeck border, | [the operations of the units slong
the border were directed irom this bullding at that time.

The artillery inspectorate was in a willa surrovnded by =z lerge pevden south-

eas®, of the offices of the High Comar:c‘:, on the south side of « streef p: ¥
to the rain avemte running south from Skenderbeg Square. In e.m‘ Ly 1950
Lientenant Colonel Irvan Peischani or Petschkani was inspector of axt
| |2 Soviet colonel was afttached to the

-

The Tirans officer vandidate school was located on the south side of a road
which ran east-northeast from the city, sbout 2.3 ¥m fvom the Tirane waber-
works at the. foot of the surrounding hills. The school covercd an area of

at least LOO x 300 meters. The school was established Ly the Italians and
included two officer candidate mess buildings with kitchens, esch 50 x 15 veterss
cne three-story classroom building, about 80 x 20 neters; one single-story

of ficer-instructors! mess building, about 90 x 20 mei;exrs; ore clubhouse for

of ficer~instructors and trainees, on the summit of a low hill; one two-story
unidentified building, sbout LO x 15 meters, one brick bulldmr with & gabled
roof , about 80 x 20 meters, constructed in 1949 and 1550 and still vacanl; orne
two-shory building, about 80 x 25 meters, housing vhe lelephone exchonge and
administrative offices and conmected with the ecity by overhead lines; four or
five instruction halls, each about €0 x 15 moters; and an lmdewmmneo magbey

of storchouses ard parages. All buildings were brick structurss with flai
conerete roofs. One three-story building, about 100 x 20 meters, housed the
so-called Albanisn ‘rmy General Staff. |
Klbanian officers who were to bz instructed in command and general steff duty
snd troined in the use of specis) weapons were sent to the U.S.S5.H. |:|
[Js1vanian field-grade officers have already received such training in the
U.5.8.R. The officer instructors held ranks ranging from lieubznant up %
ma‘jor., Approximately 20 percent of the ataff were Soviet off'icers. In the
of 1950, variouvs units were represented by the officer candidates, most of t
NCOs. Red and green~bordered epsulets, with red and green stripes respecti
were observed., Troops wearing green-bordered epawiets were medical persunn
The trainees were given theorebtical instruction and trained with rifles and
light and heavy machine gems. Seven or eight groups of men, cach group
commanded by a lisutenant, were frequently cbserved enzasged in f{ield training
and close-gombat drill,

The Diliria Barracks, adjoining the offiser candidsie school on the west. coverad
an area of LOO x 70 meters and was composed of brick buildings. It was occupied
by a2 signal unit of three or four companies prior to the spring of 1950, The
troops still wore the old=style uniforms; but with new rank insignia, in

the spring of 19523. They carried portable radio seis, field telephones, and
obther telephone line equipment. One or two radio trur-} 5 were occasionally
cbserved in the bharracks avea, They were never seen with the troops engeged in
field practice.

There was also a barracks install-tion, constructed by the Ital
Zog's Palace. It was on the west side of the asphalt highwoy
and Flbasan, about 3 km distent from Skenderbes Square. The i
of the installation, all of whi-a faced the road,; included oue gum
building about 60 x 15 meters; one repair shop and garage, sboubt 80 x 10w
waich, however, did not coniain any motor v«.hJ clesy one bullding, apy
a gborshouse, aboub 80 x 8 meterss U=shaped b.am"sck« hz*ldlrzg
with various annexes. : phe interior of the main buildi
was being reconditlioned, . the Peonle’s Polies hcadquarte:
was located in the installatigp. rie headq 1rLers Was Comma nd@d by a nojor

ians, at King

Lers

o
P4
mspecvorate.

25X1
25X1

general, who had been promoted to this rank in the sprimg of 19.9. :] 25X1

[—]the general was one ol the prime minister s favorites. From 80
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Lo 100 officers and about 20 women wearing civilian clothes arvived froan Tirena
by truck cdally for duby in the installation. ALl officers and enlisted per

sornel wore a large red eloth stan in some cases with a pold edge, on tno:u* upper
left sleeves. In the spring of 1949, only a few officers wore tnp new aniform.

Another barrecks installation, sdjoining the area of the barrscks installation

at King Zogls Palace on the .Jou,.h, was in the so-called Sauk, shout 300 neters

west of the road to Kbssan., It includes varicus unidentified buildings and 25X1
six two-story brick bulldings, shout 80 x 20 mebers., In Lay 10h9, 1.mos>.3

wearing hospital clobhing and amy ambulances weore obscrved irn the instiilabion
which was referrad to os a hospitel | |

A billebting avs: vefer: r»"i to as the Rinmbini Derracks was 1 or £ loa from Skenderbeg
square on both sides of the road bebween Tirana and Ravele, a town 20 ku south-
wesh of Tirana. The bllle'b.mg area contoined two barracks installsiions, one

of which, about 800 x 500 meters and located south of the road, included 30

to 35 buildings, while the other ins tallation, about 100 meters scusre and
located north of the rcad, consisted of about sixz buil dLng% In March 1950, an
artillery unit was located in the southern instellation. Y$he motor vehicles
and horse~Arawi vehmles opezm‘cmg; in the area were wsrked with crossed- pun~
barrel insignia. In March 1950, gums of sbout 105-mm and guns of ancbher type,
which were| | 75~mn AT gums, were chserved., The oecupanta
of the northern installation were not idenbified.

&

A Larracks instsllation was also located 2 or 3 km westeucithwest of Skandorber
Squars, on the zorth side of the rosd tc Durres, a city about 30 km west of
Tirema, In order from east to west, the instal latiun contal o]
administration srea, a repair shop, eight tenk gereges, and i
able vehicles. The repair shop consisted of five workshops, ezch (.mr;uv. B0
a feundry, and on alhinistration buildun@,a it repaired asnd ov
wvehicles of the flbanian Arped Forces. Iis personnel wss esti
100 troops whio were guartered in the b:tlj_m’t,1 area to the east. 27
garages measured sbout 15 x 6 meters each, baa flat roofs, and doors of
gated sheet met: “1 on ene of the narrow sides, In early 1945, 12 or 13
referred to as T-3ls| L were observed in the gax
bank crews were believ&d o be housed in other r":[_;lﬁta, asince oo troops m,q@"ﬂ
than repair shop personnel were scen in the installation,

e

A fuel depot was on the north side of the road o Durzes, 600 to 800
west of the barracks installat wntioned in paravraph 10 To $the
the Tirana-burersa railread 3mr Yan past the dopet at a :
meters,

[The depot ares was a‘ocsw"; 200

meters, with the long side fronting on the rosd, and was swrrounded
in 19L6 three emply, urpa: mted,, and rusty stedd containers, each 30 3
long and about & meters in dismeter, were observed in the Cepont. 0%
included two wouden sheds vsith conerete floors. In 1949, motor vel g of the
Albanisn Armed Forces, loaded with cans and drums, werc cccasionally ahormmd
at the depot.,

LT

A fuel depot where Albanisn trosps were observed, is asbout 7 km from Tirana,
on the vight sids of the road %o Selit. In late April 1950, mwerous 200-Liter
fvel drums, cemouflaged bebtween shrubs and tress, were cbhserved.

Mo anrmnition donet was located 4 or © km west of Elbssar n.szg,c" T
befors the first bend in the winding roac to Tirana. ol 3
of several galleries, (sic) +as puarded when was obsorwred

25X1

T galleries were located on the lefd side of, and about 3 I
from, the road ncar a church with a ruined clcister,
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1 Forees.

General Information on the albanian Arm

il Prior to the end of ipril 1950, the Albanian Armed Forces consisted of

an amy, & small navy assigned to coast guard duby, bul ne aiv forae,

The armed forces were under the jurisdiction of Hnver Hoxba, chiel of

state and prime minister. The supreme headquarters of the armed forces

was located in Tirana and wes referred to as the High Command, [ ] 25X1
25X1 [ khe Tirana military post was the largest in

the country. The vroops in the capital included infantry, artillery,

tank, AT artillery, and signal perscmnel. Prior to .pril 1951, no

Soviet or other foreign trocp units were ssen in Albania. However,

mumerous Soviet instructor-officers of 21l ranks were observed.

15, In recent years, the flbanisn uniforn was changad, In early 1950, most

wnits of the troops in Tirana were equipped with thehew wniform. The

old uniform was grayish-green, with Cermsn-style slash pockets in the

blouse. The uew uniform is grayish-brovm, with Sovieb-style stanc-up

collar, visor-type service cap, steel helmet, and Soviet rank iunsignia.

Albanian genersls have gold cpaulets without Longitudinal stripes, red

piping on their trousers, and red cuffs on their cvercests. [ ] 25X1
25X1 | |a major gemeral has two narrew parallel stripes on his

trousers, ard a lieubenant genersl one wide red stripe.

25X1 16, | |most weapons were Joviet-made, albhough  ogxq
German and 1talian rodels were still used to a small extent., Various bypes
of motor vekicles, including Soviet, Gemmon,Italian, fmerican, and Bribish
models, were obgerved wibth erpy uwnits, |

[ [dic

owmed mobor vehicles, 23X1

17. Yot included in the army was the Mbroitjes Pepullit {(Peoplets Police) which
was directly subordinate to Prime Minister Hoxha. The Feople's Folice
headguarters was in the barvacks installation on the road Lo tlbasan,

2 town 30 lan southeast of Tirana. Nembers of the Proplets Police wore Albanian
frmy uniforms with a large red shar, sbout b em in dismetar, on the upper
lelt sleeve of the blouse. In sddition, there was the Sigurimi (Secret

25X1 Police) which] ‘ |was absolutely loyal to
the goverrment, while ouly 50 pewrceat of the People's Police were Communists
adhering to the party dectrine.

25X1 . 1B, Albapion privates[ |received a payneat of 1 per month,

which is the equivalent of zbout 25 cents. Fachory workers earned 300 to
100 Lek ver day. For example, the price cherged for 250 grams of tobacco
or 1 kg of nuts was aboub 100 Lek.
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